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he Brooklyn Friends Upper School curriculum

provides every student with a strong and broad
foundation in the arts, humanities, sciences, and
ethics. Over four years, students are continually
encouraged to reach as far as their strength and
talents will carry them.

Ninth and tenth grade students enjoy the sup-
port of a special program crafted for each class. In
a coordinated approach, groups of ninth grade stu-
dents take courses in English, history, and visual
or performing arts together so that their teachers
can converse and plan as they address their needs
and encourage their growth. The approach is sim-
ilar for tenth graders. In the ninth and tenth
grades, particular attention is paid to community
building, developing strong communication skills,
and promoting a healthy lifestyle, good study
habits, and effective time management.

Under the guidance of a faculty advisor and
Upper School Head, students work out a rigorous
program of study that meets their needs, interests
and abilities. Initial placement in math and for-
eign language varies according to the level of ac-
complishment each student exhibits. Flexibility in
course offerings permits those with particular abil-
ity in these areas to move forward at a pace that
makes the best educational sense for them.

International Baccalaureate

Brooklyn Friends School offers the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate Diploma Program for stu-
dents in the 11th and 12th grades. This
internationally recognized program allows stu-
dents to explore specific subjects with breadth and
depth in six major areas. The curriculum encour-
ages critical thinking through the study of tradi-
tional college preparatory curriculums while at the
same time offers an international perspective. In
addition, IB students are required to participate ac-
tively in creative activities and community service,
as well as completing an individual research proj-
ect (extended essay) and an inquiry course that
delves into the nature of knowledge (Theory of
Knowledge course).

ENGLISH

4 Year Requirement

English 9 Youth in Society

English 9 is a foundational survey course de-
signed to build essential language skills (reading,
writing, speaking, and listening) that spiral upward
in our college-preparatory English program in
grades 9-12. Students will be introduced to a vari-
ety of literary genres: short prose fiction, non-fic-
tion, drama, and poetry featuring diverse, classical
and contemporary voices.

The first third of the year will focus on the re-
quired summer reading, the short story, myths
from Edith Hamilton's Mythology, and excerpts
from Ovid’s Metamorphoses. Students will produce
a polished personal essay during the first semester,
in addition to a number of expository pieces. We
anchor sail in Homer’s epic poem, The Odyssey
(Fitzgerald translation) in the middle portion of
the year, followed by a reading of myriad selections
of work from the anthology, An Introduction to Lit-
erature. This includes writing by diverse voices
from around the globe and bridging the classical to
contemporary eras. Students will also read and
study a novel. The year concludes with a close
reading of a Shakespeare play and the reading and
writing of poetry, including a recitation that in-
cludes a brief oral commentary.

Vocabulary development and the study of gram-
mar and usage are addressed prescriptively in the
context of student writing, the literature we read,
and by using a grammar reference and a supple-
mental vocabulary text. Students are given a diag-
nostic usage and writing assessment at the outset
of the year to help identify strengths and areas for
improvement.

English 9 addresses a range of fundamental
writing skills necessary for a student’s success in
the Upper School via a workshop format that en-
gages students in a deliberate process. Students
produce myriad writing assignments, including ex-
pository essays, commentaries, and journal reflec-
tions in response to major works, as well as
persuasive and creative writing that includes opin-
ion pieces, letters, character sketches, poems, and
personal essays.



Students also are introduced to the expectations
and conventions of a formal comparative literary
essay, as well as to the expectations of MLA (Mod-
ern Language Association) parenthetic documenta-
tion.

There is intensive attention to writing mechan-
ics, grammar, structure, and important usage con-
ventions that enhance effective expression. In the
context of a workshop featuring modeling, con-
structive critique, editing, and revision, students
will produce a portfolio of written work as a signifi-
cant measurement of their skill development. The
teacher will design some writing topics, while
other subjects will be developed according to stu-
dent interest, since writing is a matter of impor-
tant self-discovery.

English 10 United States Literature

As a survey course that builds on the skill foun-
dation of English 9 and helps prepare them for
vigorous IB caliber work in the eleventh grade, this
course uses a thematic approach to studying litera-
ture of the United States of America, examining
and interpreting the literary development of what
has been termed the “American Dream.” We will
discuss what makes an “American” and how dif-
ferent writers have imagined and re-imagined
American identity. In addition, we will investigate
how this dream differs from person to person and
how it has changed as our nation has evolved.

Writers include John Steinbeck; Maxine Hong
Kingston; Henry David Thoreau, Ralph Waldo
Emerson, Walt Whitman; Emily Dickinson;
Nathaniel Hawthorne; Mark Twain, Arthur Miller;
E. Scott Fitzgerald; Tim O’Brien; Toni Morrison;
Langston Hughes and other writers of American
poetry and fiction. Student writing takes the form
of personal essays, in-class essays, thesis papers,
creative projects, oral commentaries and presenta-
tions. Students also continue to develop their
speaking and listening skills, and work on gram-
mar, usage and vocabulary to enhance their writ-
ing.

English 11 Rhetorical Approaches to Appetite,

Avuthority and Alienation

The aim of this course is to broaden the stu-
dent's understanding and enjoyment of both mod-
ern and classic works, including fiction, drama,
poetry and non-fiction. Paralleling significant em-
phases of the IB class, we will investigate how writ-
ers have approached existential themes such as
desire, power, and alienation, paying close atten-
tion to the rhetorical strategies writers employ to
write clearly, engagingly, and persuasively. Stu-
dents will explore the texts through both analytical
writing (e.g. essay; commentary; position papet;
Letter to The Editor) and other creative writing as-
signments. Students will work to cultivate greater
variety and precision in their writing by reviewing
fundamental components of persuasive essays and
commentaries.

In addition to extensive written work, students
will be expected to respond orally to the texts in
class discussion, recitation, and formal presenta-
tion. Grammar and usage will be taught in rela-
tion to its application in order to improve student
writing. Students will study new vocabulary gener-
ated from their reading and supplemental vocabu-
lary texts to expand their repertoire of words to
enhance their writing. The course features texts in
a variety of genres by modern and classical writers,
including some works in translation from around

the globe.

English 11/12: IB English (HL)

Literature addresses problems of the human
heart, the nexus of human concerns that unite
writers across the globe. The English (HL) course
will prepare students to discuss, compare, con-
trast, and write with sensitivity and sophistication
about a global variety of literary works and genres.
Focusing primarily on the themes of desire, power,
and alienation and in reading works from different
cultures, periods, and styles, students will study
the rhetorical strategies and effects that distin-
guish and connect the works, their themes, and
their historical and geographic contexts.

Over the course of their junior and senior years,
students will focus, independently and collabora-
tively, on four compulsory areas: I. “World Litera-
ture;” I1. “Detailed Study;” II1. “Groups of Works;”
IV. BES’s “Free Choice.” Students will study, inde-
pendently and collaboratively, fifteen works of liter-



ature that include the aforementioned required
genres or groups (drama, poetry, novel, prose non-
fiction: the essay). These areas and specific textual
emphases complement our longstanding depart-
mental expectation that students gain a strong
foundation in essential language and critical think-
ing skills (reading, writing, speaking, listening), an
organic lifelong interest in literature, and, in con-
cert with our Quaker, college, and life-preparatory
mission, essential habits of mind and heart that
prepare them for lives of leadership and service.

In keeping with our Quaker mission and IB expec-
tations, our classes emphasize respectful dialogue,
inquiry, and understanding of differences in global
perspectives and literary traditions.

The process emphasizes close textual reading,
independent work, class discussion, frequent ana-
lytical writing, and oral commentary and presenta-
tion that hone the students’ critical thinking skills,
including the ability to appreciate diverse points of
view, to write persuasively, to speak articulately,
and to listen respectfully in order to be more in-
formed, globally-aware citizens and leaders. Addi-
tionally, students will be encouraged to pursue an
array of independent enrichment reading from dif-
ferent lenses of literary criticism, field experience
(e.g. local lectures, performances, exhibits) and
other multidisciplinary approaches (e.g. the ren-
dering of a theme in a work of art) to enhance
their appreciation of the artistic and historical dis-
tinctiveness of each work. Assessments will in-
clude quizzes, oral commentaries, oral
presentations, and recitations, journal reflections,
written commentaries and essays.

Authors studied represent a diverse range of
voices, cultures, time periods, and styles, including
a minimum of five works in translation. The fol-
lowing authors are featured: Albert Camus;
Richard Wright; Mary Shelley; Franz Kafka;
Gabriel Garcia-Marquez; Jean Rhys; John Keats;
William Wordsworth; Percy Shelley; Samuel Tay-
lor-Coleridge; John Milton; Toni Morrison; Chinua
Achebe; Joseph Conrad; William Shakespeare; E.B.
White; Oscar Wilde; August Wilson; Tayeb Salih;
Mary Oliver; and Sophocles.

English 12 Senior English

Paralleling major emphases of the IB course,
this class will continue to build students’ critical
reading and writing skills to help prepare them for
the demands of college work. Additionally, this
course will help the student cultivate his or her
writing voice since self-discovery and self-expres-
sion are critical components of the college transi-
tion.

The course emphasizes close textual reading of
classical and contemporary texts, independent
work, class discussion, analytical writing, and oral
commentary and presentation. This work is de-
signed to hone the students’ critical thinking
skills, including the ability to appreciate diverse
points of view, to write persuasively, to speak artic-
ulately, and to listen respectfully in order to be
more informed, globally-aware citizens and lead-
ers.

The course will begin with a close reading of
Shakespeare’s Othello, essays by E.B. White and
others, a novel in translation, and poetry by the
English romantics and others. During the fall, stu-
dents will engage in the workshop process of pro-
ducing a personal essay or memoir, an important
component in the student’s college writing portfo-
lio. The spring semester will focus on the genres
of drama and poetry; formal writing skills will be
reinforced and students will have opportunities to
write drama and poetry, as well.



STUDY SKILLS, HEALTH,
AND PUBLIC SPEAKING

Required courses

Grade 9 Study Skills with Computer Literacy

This is a seminar course for all ninth grade stu-
dents. This course is designed to support students
in their transition to high school, focusing on
study skills techniques and strategies to promote
success in all content areas. Students are intro-
duced to and exercise the following skills: organi-
zation and time management, note taking, test
taking, vocabulary development, textbook study
and research. Students will analyze their learning
styles and discover how to develop their own learn-
ing process to support academic success.

Practical application of study skills using the
computer as a tool include curriculum based proj-
ects throughout the ninth grade year, including but
not limited to using word processing, spreadsheet,
presentation, database and communications soft-
ware. As part of this survey of information, tech-
nology and communication skills students will
have an overview of the basic concepts of program-
ming languages.

Throughout the year we will explore and dis-
cuss a broad range of topics related to the evolu-
tion of information communications technologies,
with an emphasis on computers and their role, use
and effect in various aspects of our society. This is
inclusive but not limited to the specific and con-
crete considerations of information communica-
tions technology hardware, software,
“humanware” and the abstract and philosophical
considerations of the evolving and complex rela-
tionship between people and information commu-
nications technologies. We will also explore the
impact of the “technological revolution” on the so-
cialization of humans: individual (I), cultural (us-
them), community (we) and humanity’s growing
dependency on information communication tech-
nologies and the implications for the future of our
local, regional, national and global communities.

Grade 9 Health: Life Skills

Life Skills is a class about getting to know one’s
self — what you like and don't like, what you need
and don't need, who you are and who you would
like to become. The classroom is designed to be a
safe, confidential environment, which allows stu-
dents the opportunity to share and discuss in an
open and trusting manner. The curriculum is, for
the most part, determined by the students. Their
proposed topics are combined with some core age-
appropriate topics to create the curriculum for the
semester. The course always includes: sex and
sexuality, intimate relationships and friendships,
communication, relationships with parents, con-
flict resolution, drugs and drug use, stress man-
agement, and the media. Class is almost always
discussion with students doing most of the talking
and facilitating. The class meets twice a week for
one semester. The schedule varies somewhat from
section to section; sections may be separated by
gender for some or all classes.

Grade 10 Public Speaking

This course for all tenth graders addresses the
fundamentals of public speaking, which includes
instruction and practice in the various forms of
public address and the techniques for orally pre-
senting ideas clearly, concisely, and coherently.
Students will be able to organize and develop a va-
riety of rhetorical patterns, are required to outline
speeches frequently and to critically analyze public
speeches of various types.



COLLEGE COUNSELING

College Counseling Junior Seminar

Junior Seminar is a non-graded but required
course that meets once a week during the second
semester of 11th grade. The Director and Assistant
Director of College Counseling lead it. In small
groups of five to eight students, juniors learn about
the variety of educational options available to them
after graduation, from small colleges to large uni-
versities, from liberal arts programs to schools of
fine arts and engineering, and everything in be-
tween. Students will reflect on their aptitudes, inter-
ests, and dreams, and begin to research and plan
visits to colleges and universities that they may
wish to attend, with the goal of compiling a
thoughtful, appropriate preliminary college list by
May.

Students will also learn about the application
process: what information, test scores, and materi-
als are required, how to assemble applications that
highlight their strengths, and how college admis-
sions offices evaluate applications. Students will
visit colleges on their own and on school-organized
trips, and will attend a major college fair. Students
will begin drafting a personal essay that can be
used as part of their college applications, and will
request recommendation letters from teachers.

The goal of the Junior Seminar is that students
be knowledgeable about their options, and enter
senior year prepared to apply to colleges where they
can be happy and successful.

College Counseling Senior Seminar

Senior Seminar meets once a week during the
first semester of 12th grade, picking up where Jun-
ior Seminar left off. Students meet in small groups
with their college counselor, to ask questions, dis-
cuss the progress of their college search and appli-
cation process, learn about financial aid and
scholarship options, and share information with
their classmates.

Some sessions are devoted to individual meet-
ings between the students and their counselor; in
these meetings, application lists are honed, essays
and other application components are reviewed
and edited, and the students are kept on a steady
course. Students also use the time reserved for Sen-
ior Seminar to use the resources available in the
College Counseling Office to research colleges and
to work on the various parts of their applications.

By the end of December, students will have put
together compelling applications that capture their
strengths and accomplishments, and will have the
knowledge and information necessary to make
good choices about their educational futures.
meeting to discuss the college application process.



HISTORY AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCES

There is a 4- year history requirement, beginning
with the Class of 2014. Classes of 2012 and 2013

have a three year requirement.

Grade 9 Western Civilization

This course is an exploration of the major polit-
ical, cultural, philosophical, social, and economic
developments of European history that make up
what is also called Western Civilization. We will
begin with an examination of both the Judeo-
Christian and Greco-Roman legacies on Western
Civilization. The historical narrative will begin
with the Middle Ages and increase in focus as we
move into the 19th Century. Some of the major
themes that we will focus on throughout the
course include the critical tradition (questioning of
beliefs and authority), the development of the rule
of law, the struggle for representative government,
the notion of progress in history, the rise of indi-
vidualism, the rise of nationalism, negative and
positive aspects of technological development, and
the temptation of totalitarian ideologies.

Grade 10
Students choose two one-semester electives from
the following:

Latin America

This course will examine the political, eco-
nomic and social developments of Latin America
in the second half of the 20th Century. It will pro-
vide a general overview of the region post-World
War II, concentrating on the last 50 years. A pri-
mary aim of the course is to investigate the inter-
nal and international obstacles countries
experienced modernizing their societies, compar-
ing various nations’ attempts to become economi-
cally prosperous and politically stable.
Personalities (like Fidel Castro, Salvador Allende,
Rafael Trujillo, and Alberto Fujimori) and key
events (like the Guatemalan genocide, the Cuban
Missile Crisis, the Falklands War, and the Iran-
Contra Affair) will be highlighted. The recent rise
of the Brazilian, Venezuelan and Bolivian
economies will also receive considerable attention.

Modern African History

This course will examine major political, social,
cultural and economic developments on the conti-
nent of Africa from the end of the World War II to
the present day. It will begin with an overview of
the colonial period and examine Western myths
and stereotypes about African society and how Eu-
rocentric biases justified colonial expansion in
Africa. After investigating the effects of colonial-
ism on the people of various nations, the course
will judge the relative successes of African inde-
pendence movements, and how centuries of ex-
ploitation have affected post-colonial life
throughout the continent. Particular attention will
be paid to the spate of civil wars and intra-state
conflicts in nations such as Rwanda, Sudan, An-
gola, and Sierra Leone, but also more optimistic
post-colonial events such as the rise of Pan-
Africanism, and Nelson Mandela’s successful
quest to end Apartheid in South Africa and that
nation’s hosting of the World Cup finals in 2010.
If time allows, the course will conclude with a
study of contemporary issues in Africa (such as
HIV/AIDS, access to clean drinking water, and po-
litical struggles in Ghana and Zimbabwe) and how
these issues are affected by Western foreign policy.

The Middle East

This course will examine the history of the Mid-
dle East and how it has evolved over the course of
time. By “Middle East” it is meant the area be-
tween Egypt in the west to Iran in the east, includ-
ing Syria, Iraq, the countries of the Arabian
peninsula, and Turkey among others. The course
will begin with an in-depth look at the dramatic ex-
pansion of the Arab peoples carrying a new reli-
gion: Islam. Students will gain an understanding
of the different beliefs within Islam, including
Sunni, Shi’ite, and Sufi. Next we will give a brief
overview of the history of the region from the age
of Islamic Empires, the Crusades, the Mongol in-
vasions, to the rise of the Ottoman Empire. After a
more detailed study of the Ottoman Empire and its
demise, most of the course will be devoted to a
thorough study of the Middle East in the 20th cen-
tury. Some of the themes and topics we will cover
include: Ataturk and the modernization of Turkey;
the rise and spread of Arab nationalism; Zionism
and the creation of Israel; the Arab-Israeli conflict
and Palestinian nationalism; the rise of Islamist



movements from the Islamic Brotherhood to Al-
Qaeda; sectarianism and civil war in Lebanon; au-
thoritarian leaders from Nasser to Saddam
Hussein; Ayatollah Khomeini and the Islamist
Revolution in Iran; and the rise of democratic
movements in the Middle East in the beginning of
the 21st century.

Modern India

This course is an introduction to the history of
India in the 19th and 20th centuries. The course
will begin with an examination of the historical, cul-
tural, and religious legacies of India. A primary
focus of this unit will be to gain an understanding
of the basic beliefs of Hinduism and its importance
in Indian society. Next we will turn our attention to
the 19th century in the era of the consolidation of
British colonial rule and the development of Indian
nationalism. The major focus of this unit is to
study the rise of the two leading groups, the Indian
National Congress and the Muslim League, and the
resulting debates within these groups over strategy
and vision. Most attention will be devoted to the
role of Mahatma Gandhi, the most famous of the
nationalist leaders. The next unit will be devoted to
Indian independence, the terrible civil war between
Hindus and Muslims, and the creation of Pakistan.
The final unit will examine the post-independence
history of India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh (for-
merly East Pakistan). Included in this unit will be
an examination of the realities of contemporary
India with the cultural conflicts brought about by
modernization and urbanization. Some of those is-
sues include poverty, Hindu traditions and issues of
caste, and women'’s rights.

The Rise of Modern China

This course will examine the transformation of
China from a weakened imperial civilization
founded on traditional Confucian values into a
powerful and dynamic nation built around a con-
troversial Western political philosophy. The course
will focus on key transitional periods between the
Opium Wars of the mid-18oos and the Tiananmen
Square democracy movement in 1989, with the
goal of investigating how native Chinese traditions,
technologies, and social structures have evolved, as
well as how they have combined with Western
ideas and influences -- successfully or unsuccess-
fully. The implications for the definition of moder-

nity and the future of China will be discussed. The
violent upheavals that have fractured Chinese soci-
ety during its troubled rise to international power
will be used to ask whether political and economic
change can occur independently of one another.
The areas of science, spirituality, and cultural tastes
will also serve as indicators of historical transfor-
mation. Throughout, the ways that Western ob-
servers have depicted China will be considered,
with the overall goal of helping students use histor-
ical understanding to bring perspective and context
to current-day characterizations of other countries
in general, and China in particular.

The Search For Modern Japan

This course will examine the quest by the island
nation of Japan to build a modern society that com-
bines traditional group-oriented values and intu-
itive aesthetics with an ultra-high-tech economy.
The course will focus on key transitional periods
between the mid-18o0s, when an isolated, feudal
Japan of samurai warriors and peasants was threat-
ened by a technologically superior American navy,
through to the 1980s, when Japan had become the
second-largest economy in the world and a global
leader in the consumption and production of elec-
tronics, automobiles, and luxury goods. Japanese
political reforms and economic strategies will be
used to ask whether long-standing cultural and so-
cial structures can be selectively combined with
cutting-edge tools and technologies. In the process,
the course will investigate the causes of Japan’s
path into World War 11, its attack on the United
States, and its subsequent devastation and defeat,
culminating in the nuclear destruction of Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki. The areas of science, spiri-
tuality, and cultural tastes in Japan will also serve as
indicators of historical transformation. Through-
out, the example of Japan will be used to evaluate
definitions of modernity, with the goal of helping
students ask what combinations of technological
sophistication, cultural diversity, and intuitive in-
sight might retain lasting value for societies in gen-
eral, and for Japan in particular.



The World Wars

This course will focus on the causes, progress
and outcomes of the two World Wars, spanning
from the late 19th century to the middle of the 20th
century. We will begin by studying the global bal-
ance of power before the First World War, focusing
on the imperialist systems developing hostilities
that sparked the First World War. We will then
complete an in-depth study of the First World War
and its outcomes, the interwar period, and the Sec-
ond World War. To frame our investigation of
these global conflicts, we will study the shifting po-
litical and economic ideologies of the early 20th
century, including New Imperialism, Communism,
Capitalism, Fascism and various forms of Repre-
sentative Democracy. The course will utilize a
main text supplemented by periodic study of liter-
ary and diplomatic primary sources as well as inter-
disciplinary materials such as art and architecture.

The Wars in Korea and Vietnam

This course will focus on the Korean War and
the Vietnam War, using these wars as lenses
through which to study the global conflict that de-
fined much of the second half of the 20th century:
the Cold War. We will investigate the ideological
differences between Capitalism and Communism,
the two economic and political systems that pre-
dominated in the middle and late-20th century and
that defined this conflict. We will study selected
writings of the major intellectuals that framed
these ideological differences, such as Adam Smith,
Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels, Vladimir Lenin, Leon
Trotsky, Mao Zedong, and Ho Chi-Minh. We will
place a particular emphasis on understanding the
impact of the wars on the populations of Korea,
Vietnam and Cambodia. To that end, we will study
accounts of civilians and soldiers who experienced
these wars and their aftermath first-hand.

Grade 11 History of the Americas (IB or non-IB)
History of the Americas (HOTA) will take a sub-
ject-based, rather than survey, approach to the
study of the United States. It will begin with a brief
exploration of how America was “conceived in lib-
erty” but also steeped in slavery, a situation histo-
rian Edmund Morgan calls the “central paradox” of
its founding. The class will then focus on three
major topics of study: the causes and effects of the
American Civil War and Reconstruction; the devel-

opment of the Civil Rights, Women’s and Gay
Rights Movements; and the origins and legacies of
the Cold War. When possible, this course will ex-
amine the interplay between events in the U.S. and
its neighbors to the South, particularly the United
States’ efforts to stop the spread of Communism in
Latin America. IB History of the Americas (HOTA) is
the first half of a two-year sequence, working in conjunc-
tion with next year’s History of the 20th Century World
to fulfill the IB History Higher Level requirement.

Grade 12

Students may choose between two year-long courses:

Psychology

This course will examine the human mind
through a psychoanalytic lens. In the first semes-
ter, students will investigate the maturational theo-
ries of Sigmund Freud and Erik Erikson, with an
emphasis on childhood and adolescence, through
theoretical literature, fiction, and personal experi-
ence. Special attention will be paid to defense
mechanisms. In the second semester, we will com-
pare two constructs of the human mind: the topo-
graphical model (conscious/ preconscious/
unconscious) and the structural model (id/ ego/
superego). We will continue with an investigation
of dreams, in which interpretation will be a key
concern. The course will conclude with a study of
psychopathology along the neurotic-psychotic con-
tinuum, with a look at such illnesses as schizophre-
nia, depression, mania, paranoia, obsessive-
compulsive disorder, and phobias.

History of the 20th Century World (IB)

In History of the 2oth Century World, students
will gain an understanding of global history since
1945 and how the major events in Europe affected
the rest of the world, and vice versa. A primary aim
of this course is to go into both breadth and depth
in studying the interplay between political, social,
economiic, religious, technological, and cultural de-
velopments. Considerable attention will also be de-
voted to the rise and fall of the USSR, nationalist
and independence movements, decolonization and
challenges facing new states, the rise and rule of
single-party states, and the state and its relationship
with religion and minority groups. History of the
20th Century World is the second half of a two-year se-
quence, in conjunction with History of the Americas to
fulfill the IB History Higher Level requirement.



PHILOSOPHY, RELIGION, AND ETHICS

Quakerism |
Required course; fall semester only

This course offers a brief introduction to Quaker
traditions, social values, approaches to decision mak-
ing, and other practices. Its goals are to help stu-
dents gain a familiarity of Quaker history and its
relation to Quaker faith and practice today, to provide
students with an understanding of the contest of the
Quaker education they are receiving while providing
them information necessary for a critical evaluation
of that context, and to promote a school-wide sense of
community that reflects the school’s Quaker her-
itage. Enabling students to examine reflectively their
own moral and spiritual dimension in their own lives
are central elements of this course. The second half
of this course focuses on the Quaker concept of “wit-
ness.” This class will discuss current social and ethi-
cal issues relevant to their own lives. Students will
each develop an outline for a social action project on
a topic of their choosing.

Introduction to Ethics
Required course for 10th graders; spring semester

This course is a general introduction to the “art of
wondering.” Reading, activities, projects, and field
trips expose students to some of the perennial ques-
tions and themes that have fueled the fields of philos-
ophy and ethics, generated artistic achievement, and
prompted spiritual and religious exploration. Stu-
dents are encouraged to deepen their thinking in
these areas through reflective, creative and experien-
tial activities and to raise their own questions, but
they will also begin to learn how to articulate and ex-
plore abstract concepts in a focused and systematic
way through discussion and written assignments.

This interdisciplinary course draws from a range
of other subjects, and may serve as a foundation for
philosophy, religion and ethics electives, the Theory
of Knowledge (TOK) course for the IB diploma, or
college courses in the humanities, arts and sciences.

Quakerism Il

This course covers some of the foundational themes
of Quakerism I and continues into a deeper explo-
ration of the Quaker Testimonies as lived by promi-
nent leaders in the tradition. Along with academic
work, students choose one of the Testimonies to ex-
plore in their own lives, and design a personal project
around this experience. This course is open to students
in grades 10-12. It may be taken to satisfy the require-
ment of gth grade Quakerism when the student enters
BFS after gth grade.

Religion and Culture
Required course for graduation

This class will look critically at different ways re-
ligion impacts culture. Students will explore the
paradoxical role of religion in major events such as
its fight for and against slavery and its fight both for
and against the suffrage movement. We will also
look at the complex role of religion in the Civil
Rights Movement. The critical skills developed
early in the course will be applied to current issues,
such as the conflicts between Israel and Palestine,
conflicts between portions Islam and the West, and
between “liberals” and “conservatives”. Common
threads of the positive role religion have played in
the movements will be explored. In addition, we
will examine new interfaith movements.

IB Theory of Knowledge | Full year, 11th grade

IB Theory of Knowledge Il Fall only, 12th grade
Theory of Knowledge (TOK) is a central element of
the IBO’s educational philosophy and is intended to
stimulate critical reflection upon the knowledge and
experience gained inside and outside the classroom.
TOK challenges students to question the bases of
knowledge, to be aware of subjective and ideological
biases, to consider the different cognitive tools hu-
manity has developed to comprehend the world,
and to consider and question the foundations on
which their academic subjects rest.

TOK activities and discussions aim to help stu-
dents discover and express their views on knowl-
edge issues, and encourage them to share ideas
with others and to listen to and learn from what oth-
ers think. In this process, students’ thinking and
their understanding of knowledge as a human con-
struction are shaped, enriched, and deepened. Con-
nections may be made between knowledge
encountered in different IB subjects, in CAS experi-
ence or in extended essay research, and distinctions
between different kinds of knowledge may be clari-
fied.

TOK is a required, three-semester course and
must be passed in order to receive the IB diploma.
Along with extensive discussion, the course will
consist of writing exercises and group presenta-
tions, and speakers from other academic subjects
will be invited in to stimulate discussion. Assess-
ment is divided between a 1,600 word take-home
essay on a topic proscribed by the IBO, and a for-
mally-evaluated oral presentation involving a “real
life” example of the knowledge issues explored in
the course.



MATHEMATICS

4 Year Requirement; all courses have prerequisites,
which may include benchmark grades in previous
math courses and teacher recommendations.

Integrated Algebra and Geometry

Integrated Algebra and Geometry is an explo-
ration of algebra that will expand upon students'
previous understanding of arithmetic. This course
is the foundation for high school mathematics
courses and will help students developing their vi-
sualization. It is the bridge from the concrete to
the abstract study of mathematics. Both algebraic
and geometric models are introduced and are fur-
ther developed throughout the course, as students
use geometry to model a variety of real-world situa-
tions. Students learn how to think and reason
more effectively as they study inductive and deduc-
tive reasoning.

The concepts and skills discussed in Integrated
Algebra and Geometry will prepare students for the
study of more advanced mathematical topics. Prob-
lem solving is emphasized throughout the course
to promote the growth of each student’s ability to
solve non-routine problems.

Geometry
Prerequisite: Algebra [

This course begins with a strong development
of visualization and drawing skills. Both algebraic
and geometric models are introduced and are fur-
ther developed throughout the course, as students
use geometry to model a variety of real-world situa-
tions. Students learn how to think and reason
more effectively as they study inductive and deduc-
tive reasoning. Various proof formats, including
paragraph, flow-chart and two-column proofs are
presented, compared and used as appropriate.

Honors Geometry
Prerequisite: Honors Algebra I

This course stresses strong visualization and
drawing skills. Both algebraic and geometric mod-
els are introduced and are further developed
throughout the course, as students use complex
geometry to model a variety of real-world situa-
tions. Students learn how to think and reason
more effectively as they study inductive and deduc-
tive reasoning associated with inequalities and in-

direct proofs. Various proof formats, including
paragraph, flow-chart and two-column proofs are
presented, compared and used whenever appropri-
ate.

Algebra Il
Prerequisite: Algebra I and Geometry

Algebra IT builds on the content covered in Al-
gebra I. The sequence from variable to equation to
function is extended into using functions as mod-
els for a number of applied settings. Geometric
and algebraic concepts are extended and connected
to topics in advanced Algebra (logarithmic and ex-
ponential functions) and advanced Trigonometry
(the unit circle, circular functions and trigonomet-
ric equations, and real-life applications using the
laws of sine and cosine and area of a triangle). In
addition, sequences and series are introduced
(both arithmetic and geometric), as well as com-
plex numbers. Furthermore, the course focuses on
the development of the student's ability to reason
both numerically and spatially.

Honors Algebra Il
Prerequisite: Algebra I and Geometry

Algebra IT builds on the content covered in Al-
gebra I. The sequence from variable to equation to
function is extended into using functions as mod-
els for a number of applied settings. Geometric
and algebraic concepts are extended and connected
to topics in advanced Algebra (logarithmic and ex-
ponential functions) and advanced Trigonometry
(the unit circle, circular functions and trigonomet-
ric equations, and real-life applications using the
laws of sine and cosine and area of a triangle). In
addition, sequences and series are introduced
(both arithmetic and geometric), as well as com-
plex numbers. Furthermore, the course focuses on
the development of the student's ability to reason
both numerically and spatially.

IB Mathematical Studies SL: Algebra Il

IB Mathematical Studies SL: Pre-Calculus
Prerequisite: Geometry and Algebra [
This two-year course covers a wide range of
topics to help students gain abstract mathematical
skill and an understanding of the many uses of
mathematics in our world. Much of the first year
is devoted to foundational Algebra II topics, and
students explore linear, quadratic, rational, and

11th grade
12th grade



radical equations and functions. Students learn al-
gebraic techniques for manipulating and solving
these equations, and study the behavior of these
functions when graphed. Connection between al-
gebra and graphs is a major emphasis, and graph-
ing calculators are used extensively. During this
first year, students also learn about probability, sets
and Venn diagrams, and statistics (both descriptive
and two-variable). In a large independent research
project, students use their new knowledge of sta-
tistics to explore real-world topics of their choos-
ing. Students collect and analyze data, and write a
report detailing their work and conclusions. These
reports serve as official internal assessments for
International Baccalaureate, and are a component
of students’ overall IB grades.

During senior year, students study financial
mathematics, sequences and series, logic, two and
three-dimensional geometry, right and non-right
triangle trigonometry, and build upon the previous
year’s topic of function analysis, investigating
trigonometric and exponential functions. Students
also explore introductory calculus, learning how to
differentiate functions and utilize these derivates.
The application of mathematics to real-world prob-
lems is a major focus of each unit of this course.
At the end of the two-year course, students take cu-
mulative IB examinations; these examinations will
be submitted for formal grading by IB and are the
major component of students’ IB grades.

Mathematical Studies SL/ Algebra Il
Mathematical Studies SL/ Precalculus
Prerequisite: Geometry and Algebra [
This two-year sequence is identical to IB Math
Studies SL/Algebra IT and IB Math Studies
SL/Precalculus; please see the detailed description
above. The difference is that this sequence desig-
nates students who choose to not take the course
officially as an International Baccalaureate course.
Students will, however, have all the same assess-
ments, such as the research report and cumulative
two-year exams.

11th grade
12th grade

IB Mathematics SL: Precalculus

IB Mathematics SL: Calculus
Prerequisite: Geometry and Algebra 11
This two-year course covers a broad range of math-
ematical topics, both abstract and applied in nature
that could be taken at the collegiate level. The

11th grade
12th grade

focus is to introduce important mathematical con-
cepts through the development of mathematical
techniques and understanding. It is more ad-
vanced and challenging than the IB Math Studies.
Students begin by reviewing certain topics of Alge-
bra IT and exploring Precalculus topics in depth for
much of the first year, including sequences and se-
ries, laws of exponents and logarithms, the bino-
mial theorem, Pascal’s triangle, linear, quadratic,
exponential and logarithmic functions and equa-
tions, circular functions and trigonometry, vectors
in the plane and in three dimensions, and matri-
ces. Then, students move on to study descriptive
statistics, probabilities, laws of probability and dis-
crete random variables. Finally, most of the second
year is spent studying calculus, including limits,
differentiation, anti-differentiation, integration,
kinematic problems, and the study of graphical be-
havior of functions. Solving realistic problems set
in an appropriate context is a major focus of each
unit, and students will be prepared for the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate examination at the end of the
two-year course.

In addition, students will be required to sub-
mit a portfolio, including two pieces of work,
based on different areas of the syllabus, each of
them representing one of the following two types
of tasks: mathematical investigation and mathe-
matical modeling. Students are provided with op-
portunities to take a considered approach to these
activities and to explore different ways of ap-
proaching a problem, without the time constraints
of a written examination, developing the skills they
need for communicating mathematical ideas.

IB Complex Mathematics HL/Precalculus
IB Complex Mathematics HL/Calculus
Prerequisite: Geometry and Algebra 11

This two-year sequence is identical to IB Math-
ematics SL/Precalculus and IB Mathematics
SL/Calculus; please see the detailed description
above. The difference is that this sequence desig-
nates students who choose to not take the course
officially as an International Baccalaureate course.
Students will, however, have all the same assess-
ments, such as the portfolio and cumulative two-
year exams.

11th grade
12th grade



SCIENCE

3 Year Requirement

Grade 9 Conceptual Physics

This course will focus on understanding fun-
damental concepts of physics through experimen-
tation and conceptual problem solving. Laboratory
experiments and investigative demonstrations will
play a large part in daily activities, and students
will use graphing calculators and computers to col-
lect and analyze physical data and present an or-
ganized lab report. Topics will include: graphing
physical data, accelerated motion & forces, energy,
waves, light & sound, electricity, and magnetism.

Grade 10 Honors Chemistry

Honors Chemistry is intended as a sophomore
preparation for advanced levels of science courses
in a student’s junior and senior years. The General
Chemistry curriculum is expanded in this class to
include introductions of organic chemistry and
biochemistry concepts and processes that will be
studied further in IB Biology the following two
years. Placement in this class requires teacher rec-
ommendation

Grade 10 Chemistry

General Chemistry investigates the properties
of matter and the laws governing chemical reac-
tions. Topics covered include: properties and
structure of matter, atomic theory, chemical reac-
tions, stoichiometry, thermochemistry, and electro-
chemistry. Hands-on experience in the lab is
central to the course, as are weekly lab reports.
The hands-on focus of the course further hones
the skills developed in periodic homework assign-
ments and tests. Due to the quantitative nature of
the course, Algebra is required; however, the
course may be taken concurrently with Algebra.

Grade 11 Biology
This course investigates life on the micro-

scopic as well as the macroscopic level. A molecu-
lar approach is used to study topics in cell biology,
molecular biology, biochemistry (with emphasis on
organic chemistry), reproduction, energy in living
systems, genetics, transport, respiration and pho-
tosynthesis, evolution, and ecology. The course has
a weekly required laboratory component in which
emphasis is placed upon quantitative and qualita-

tive analysis of derived data. Students will develop
a global perspective for analysis of biological issues
such as emerging diseases, global ecology and in-
terdisciplinary aspects of responses to and conse-
quences of world biological problems.

IB Environmental Systems Study (SL)

This course brings environmental science to
life by connecting real events to the concepts of
ecological interactions. It covers ecological sys-
tems, people and the environment, energy re-
sources, pollution, and the management of human
impact. Field activities emphasize how environ-
mental science issues presented in the classroom
can become part of the wider community and envi-
ronment. The course is a three-semester commit-
ment beginning in the spring of the junior year.
Students are expected to complete many “real
issue” labs with formal reports and compose vari-
ous position papers. Environmental activism will
be incorporated into the curriculum as well as in-
ternational issues. We will be following the IB cur-
riculum for Environmental Systems.

IB Physics I and 11 (SL)

The International Baccalaureate Physics
course at Brooklyn Friends School is a program of
150 hours over a two year program. It is designed
to further the students' understanding of the phys-
ical world while also helping the students advance
their problem-solving strategies under the princi-
ples of the IB philosophy. The program is geared
to install a lifelong quest for knowledge and an in-
quisitiveness of how and why things happen. Our
aim, as is that of the IB program, is to develop in
each student a “need to know” that will lead to the
questioning and ultimately the understanding of
the whys and hows of phenomena. Students will
learn how the world was examined and described
by the early philosophers and will refine that un-
derstanding as we progress from the Macroworld
to the Microworld, from the observable experi-
ments to thought experiments. We will go from
the mechanics of motion to the study of electro-
magnetism and to an introduction to relativity and
modern physics.



IB Biology I and Il (HL or SL)

This course is designed to be the equivalent of
a college introductory course, usually taken by biol-
ogy majors their first year. The course is taught
with the emphasis on preparing students for both
the Standard Level and the Higher Level IB Exami-
nations. The course aims to provide students with
the conceptual framework, and analytical skills,
necessary to critically deal with the changing sci-
ence of biology. The major topics for the Standard
Level include: Cells, The Chemistry of Life, Genet-
ics, Ecology, Health and Physiology. The Higher
Level will include (in addition) the following top-
ics: Nucleic Acids, Proteins, Cell Respiration, Pho-
tosynthesis, Additional Genetics, Human
Reproduction, Infectious Diseases, Nerves, Mus-
cles and Movement, Excretion and Plant Science.
Students in the higher Level will also choose to do
a study in one of: Ecology and Conservation, Fur-
ther Human Physiology.

Grade 12 Environmental Systems Study

This course brings environmental science to
life by connecting real events to the concepts of
ecological interactions. The course covers ecologi-
cal systems, people and the environment, energy
resources, pollution, and the management of
human impact. Field activities emphasize how en-
vironmental science issues presented in the class-
room can become part of the wider community and
environment. Students are expected to do many
“real issue” labs and write lab reports and position
papers. Environmental activism will be incorpo-
rated into the curriculum as well as international
issues. We will be following the IB curriculum for
Environmental Systems, but it will not be an IB
class.

Grade 11 or 12 Advanced Physics

The Advanced Physics course is designed to
further the students' understanding of the physical
world while also helping the students advance their
problem-solving strategies. Our aim is to develop
in each student a “need to know” that will lead to
the questioning and ultimately the understanding
of the whys and hows of phenomena. Students will
learn how the world was examined and described
Dby the early philosophers and will refine that un-
derstanding as we progress from the Macroworld to
the Microworld, from the observable experiments

to thought experiments. We will go from the me-
chanics of motion to the study of electromagnetism
and to an introduction to relativity and modern
physics.

Grade 12 Human Anatomy and Physiology

This one semester senior elective class will
take a comprehensive systems approach to investi-
gate the introductory structure and function of the
human body. It will include basic fundamental
concepts of cell biology, and the tissues and organs
making up the body systems that maintain home-
ostasis integumentary, skeletal, muscular, diges-
tive, endocrine, reproductive, respiratory,
circulatory, excretory, and nervous systems. Stu-
dents who enroll in this course must have success-
fully completed a year of biology and chemistry.
(Animal dissections are NOT part of this course.)

Grade 12 Science NOW

Students in this one semester senior elective
class will investigate current scientific issues and
new research, methods and discoveries in the
areas of earth, life, physical and space sciences.
The Science News - New York Times will be required
reading each week. Asynchronous learning and
other technologically enhanced teaching tech-
niques will be utilized during the course. Students
in this course should possess some comfort and
interest in using internet-based technology.

Grade 12 Astronomy

Astronomy is a semester length course that
will explore many concepts in advanced physics
without the difficult mathematics. We will explore:

Gravity and motion of stars, planets, and

the moon.

The formation of stars, planets, galaxies and
other celestial bodies.

Ancient forms of Astronomy.

Time, space and relativity.

Neutron Stars, Black Holes, White Dwarfs,
Red Giants.

The great Astronomers: Galileo, Kepler,
Newton, Hubble, Hawking.

We will also take a trip to the Rose Center at the
American Museum of Natural History.



WORLD LANGUAGES

There is a three-year requirement for World Lan-
guages. Students must take three consecutive years of a
chosen language. Latin may be taken as a primary or
secondary language. Italian and Mandarin Chinese
are second language choices. In the inaugural year
(2011-2012), these courses will be open to freshmen and
sophomores only.

FRENCH
French |

French I begins with very basic greetings, in-
cluding saying one's name, asking others their
names, how they are, where they live, etc. From
there, a beginning vocabulary is built upon com-
mon experiences having to do with family, friends,
school, eating, shopping, traveling, etc. Focus is
first on vocabulary and conversation before pro-
ceeding to grammar and structure. In addition to
developing the four language skills (reading, writ-
ing, listening, and speaking), students learn about
the culture and traditions of the French-speaking
world: art, music, clothing, and day- to-day life are
incorporated into the curriculum. Students work
with the Internet and beginning level readers to en-
rich their exposure to the language and to enhance
the textbook that is the foundation of the course.
The course is conducted entirely in French. The
students are expected to communicate in French
more and more as the year progresses.

French Il

This course builds on the skills of listening,
reading, speaking and writing, which students
began in French I. This is accomplished through
review and the addition of vocabulary and many
grammatical forms, functions, and concepts. Activ-
ities focus on broadening communication skills
and practicing them in meaningful and realistic sit-
uations. The study of the cultures of French-speak-
ing places is continued through reading selections,
conversations, short stories, narratives, and discus-
sions. Films, videos, the Internet, and music are
used to enrich students’ exposure to the language.
The course is conducted entirely in French. The
students are expected to communicate in French
more and more as the year progresses.

French 111

This course continues to provide a balanced
focus on speaking, listening, reading and writing
skills. The introduction of new themes, grammati-
cal concepts and vocabulary is built upon the solid
foundation of previous Films, videos, the Internet,
and music is used to enrich students’ exposure to
the language. The class is conducted mostly in
French. As the year progresses French is used more
and more until there is hardly any English spoken.
The use of authentic reading selections, film,
music, and the Internet enhances the students’
study of the language and culture of the French-
speaking world, as well as the text- book “Alter Ego
A2” and its accompanying workbook. The course is
conducted entirely in French. The students are ex-
pected to communicate in French.

French IV

Francophone literature forms the foundation
of French IV. Students will use authentic materials
(news articles, letters, songs, poems, plays, and
works of both fiction and non-fiction) as well as the
“Alter Ego A2” and its accompanying workbook.
This way, students will be given the maximum
expo- sure to the French language. Students will
write their own interpretations and reflections of
the work they will read, as well as original composi-
tions of varying styles and lengths. Class discus-
sions, written essays, and oral presentations will be
based on a wide-range study of international
French-speaking areas. Students will review in
depth all the grammar that they have learned thus
far, and they will learn to analyze and interpret texts
using linguistic skills. The course is conducted en-
tirely in French. The students are expected to com-
municate in French. Culture and tradition are
compared and contrasted and analyzed further
through film, video and field trips.

French V

This is the second course in a two-year curricu-
lum. Students are deeply engaged in the French
language through a study of authentic literary texts
and news articles, and written explanations and re-
search papers in French. Discussions about these
works are con- ducted in French. Class discussions,
written essays, and oral presentations will be based
on a wide-rang study of international French-speak-
ing areas. Students will review in depth all the



grammar that they have learned thus far, and they
will learn to analyze and interpret texts using lin-
guistic skills. Besides providing an education into a
wide range of French and Francophone literature,
the course provides a thorough review of grammar.
The culture and traditions of the Francophone
world are studied. The course revolves around a
seminar approach involving close reading, writing,
and discussion of all materials. Culture and tradi-
tion are compared and contrasted and analyzed fur-
ther through film, video and field trips. The course
is conducted entirely in French. The students are
expected to communicate in French.

IB French | (HL or SL)

This is the first course in a two-year curricu-
lum. Francophone literature forms the foundation
of IB French I. Students will use authentic materi-
als (news articles, letters, songs, poems, plays, and
works of both fiction and non-fiction). This way,
students will be given the maximum exposure to
the French language and culture. Students will
write their own interpretations and reflections of
the work they will read, as well as original composi-
tions of varying styles and lengths. Class discus-
sions, written essays, and oral presentations will be
based on a wide-ranging study of international
French-speaking areas. Students will review in
depth all the grammar that they have learned thus
far, and they will learn to analyze and interpret texts
using linguistic skills. The course is conducted en-
tirely in French. The students are expected to com-
municate in French. Culture and tradition are
compared and contrasted and analyzed further
through film, video and field trips. Students will
take practice IB exams throughout the year.

IB French Il (HL or SL)

This is the second course in a two-year curricu-
lum. Students are deeply engaged in the French
language through a study of authentic literary texts
and news articles, and written explanations and re-
search papers in French. Discussions about these
works are con- ducted in French. Class discussions,
written essays, and oral presentations will be based
on a wide-range study of international French-
speaking areas. Students will review in depth all
the grammar that they have learned thus far, and
they will learn to analyze and interpret texts using
linguistic skills. Besides providing an education

into a wide range of French and Francophone liter-
ature, the course provides a thorough review of
grammar. The culture and traditions of the Fran-
cophone world are studied. The course revolves
around a seminar approach involving close read-
ing, writing, and discussion of all materials. Cul-
ture and tradition are compared and contrasted and
analyzed further through film, video and field trips.
The course is conducted entirely in French. The
students are expected to communicate in French.
IB students will sit for the French B SL exam in
May.

SPANISH

Spanish |

The year in Spanish I begins with very basic
greetings, including saying one’s name, asking
other’s their name, how are they, where they live,
etc. From there, a beginning vocabulary is built
upon common experiences having to do with fam-
ily, friends, sport, classes, food, travel, etc. Focus is
on vocabulary first, then grammar and structure.
Rudiments of grammar are learned by ‘ear,” and
then rules are formally explained. In addition to the
four language skills (reading, writing, listening,
and speaking), students learn about the culture and
traditions of the Latino/Hispanic world: art, music,
clothing, and day-to-day life are all incorporated
into the curriculum. The course is conducted en-
tirely in Spanish. The students are expected to
communicate in Spanish more and more as the
year progresses.

Spanish 11

During the first few weeks of the school year,
the students review the vocabulary and grammati-
cal concepts that they learned in Spanish 1. New
material includes the further use of tenses, noun-
verb and noun-adjective agreement, object pro-
nouns, etc. In addition students read selections
from various Latino/Hispanic literature: novels, po-
etry, drama, etc. Students continue to learn about
the culture and traditions of the Spanish-speaking
world. The course is conducted entirely in Spanish.
The students are expected to communicate in
Spanish more and more as the year progresses.



Spanish 111

With a continuation of an audio-lingual and vi-
sual approach, this course builds on the grammati-
cal and syntactical skills that students have learned
in previous years. One of the goals is to begin to de-
velop fluid and grammatically correct conversation.
Students read selections by noted Latino and His-
panic authors, discuss newspaper and magazine ar-
ticles, and read stories and legends from the
various Latin American countries. The course is
conducted entirely in Spanish. The students are
expected to communicate in Spanish.

Spanish IV

The skills of listening, speaking, reading and
writing are taught and developed through the study
of oral and written texts of different styles. These
four skills involve exchanging ideas and effective
communication. Students learn about the geogra-
phy, history and culture of Latin American coun-
tries, Spain, and the Caribbean. They write their
own interpretations and reflections of the work
they read, as well as original compositions of vary-
ing styles and lengths. Students review all gram-
mar that they have learned, and they will learn to
analyze and interpret text using linguistic skills.
The course is conducted entirely in Spanish. The
students are expected to communicate in Spanish.

Spanish V

This course is the second year of a two-year
curriculum. Students continue to develop the four
language skills: listening, speaking, reading and
writing while deepening their insight into Hispanic
culture. They will read, discuss, analyze and inter-
pret literary works of classic and contemporary
writers, as well as the reading of two Spanish nov-
els with journal entries. Students will continue to
build their knowledge of the structure of the Span-
ish language through exercises that reinforce and
expand gram- mar comprehension. The course is
conducted entirely in Spanish. The students are
expected to communicate in Spanish.

IB Spanish | (HL or SL)

This course is the first year of a two-year cur-
riculum. The skills of listening, speaking, reading
and writing are taught and developed through the
study of a wide range of oral and written texts of
different styles. These four skills involve exchang-

ing ideas and effective communication. Students
learn about the geography, history and culture of
Latin American countries, Spain, and the
Caribbean. They write their own interpretations
and reflections of the work they read, as well as
original compositions of varying styles and lengths.
Students review in depth all grammar they have
learned, and they will learn to analyze and interpret
text using linguistic skills. The course is conducted
entirely in Spanish. The students are expected to
communicate in Spanish.

IB Spanish Il (HL or SL)

This course is the second year of a two-year
curriculum. Students continue to develop the four
language skills: listening, speaking, reading and
writing, while deepening their insight in Hispanic
culture. They will read, discuss, analyze and inter-
pret literary works of classic and contemporary
writers. Short conversations, narratives, interviews
and the reading of two Spanish novels with journal
entries will be included. Students become familiar
with the Standard Spanish IB format and the struc-
ture of the exam and its grading system. Also the
course provides exercises and strategies for the stu-
dent to practice and master the Spanish language.
Students build their knowledge of the structure of
the Spanish language through exercises that rein-
force and expand grammar comprehension. The
course is conducted entirely in Spanish. The stu-
dents are expected to communicate in Spanish.

LATIN

Latin |

Latin 1 is an introduction to Latin language and
letters and their influence, Roman culture, and the
arts of the spoken and written word in prose and
verse. From the very first class, introduction to vo-
cabulary and grammar is accompanied by readings
of sentences and short paragraphs from Roman
authors. Students gain a sense of the main outlines
of Roman literary history and how it impacted the
subsequent development of European language,
thought and culture, a development that extends to
our own times. Beyond building a knowledge and
appreciation of the Latin language itself, students
will gain foundation skills that will be invaluable to
their study of English and to the acquisition of
other languages, particularly Romance languages.



Latin 1l

Latin II is the bridge between beginning and
advanced Latin studies. Students move beyond the
realm of declarative statements in the indicative to
another ruled by possibility, represented thought,
potential, fiction, wish and will, and condition. This
is the domain of the great Latin poets orators and
thinkers. Students complete the study of Latin
gram- mar in Wheelock's Latin supplemented by
Ecce Romani IT and Oxford Latin Course II-IIT and
begin to read continuous passages of unadapted
Latin prose and poetry. Mastery of the verbal moods
gains us access to subtleties of thought and emo-
tion and to sophisticated wit and word play. Pas-
sages in Wheelock by original Roman authors
enable readers to develop a sensitivity to the various
individual styles and attitudes that constitute
“Roman thought.” Extensive passages from the Ox-
ford Latin Course and Ecce Romani provide prac-
tice at pattern recognition and help students build
confidence and speed as sight-readers. Readings,
projects, and short reports help fill out the portrait
of the ancient world.

Latin 111

Latin III is the gateway to Latin literature and
IB Standard level studies. Latin III begins with the
completion of Wheelock’s Latin and an intensive
review of Latin grammar and vocabulary. Readings
on early Roman history, from various sources,
bridge the pas- sage from intensive grammar study
to the study of literature. Prose selections from Cic-
ero with particular attention to the formal structure
and rhetorical strategies and devices of a speech.
Selected poems of Catullus will be read as a poetic
counterpart to Cicero’s speeches. Excerpts from Ci-
cero’s Pro Caelio provide a glimpse into the social
ambiance of Catullus’ world. In the second semes-
ter, selections from the Augustan period are read.
The allegory of Fama from Aeneid 4 and the
ecphrasis of the Daedalian gates in Aeneid 6, both
on the IB syllabus, will be read in conjunction with
the Daedaus episode from Ovid’s Metamorphses
and Amores 1.3. At this point students are well po-
sitioned to take embark on the IB Standard/Higher
Level curriculum.

Latin IV/V Vergil

In this course students translate the entire
Vergil syllabus as accurately, literally and elegantly
as possible. Translations should reflect a sound
grasp of Latin grammar and poetic usage as well as
a strong working vocabulary. Students are expected
to reflect upon Vergil’s epic poem critically, to recite
it with due regard for meter and phrasing, to inter-
pret it, and to articulate their interpretations upon
it clearly in conversation and writing. The Aeneid is
considered both as representative of the epic genre
that began with Homer and as a work that was cre-
ated in a specifically Augustan context. Under-
standing of this poem will often depend upon one's
understanding of its literary, social and historical
context. Students are also expected to develop an
ear for the musical and figurative aspects of this
poem. To further that end there are several oppor-
tunities to practice oral interpretation. A compre-
hensive knowledge of poetic devices is essential to
this enterprise. Further, readers are strongly en-
couraged to relate this ancient poem to their own
experiences, to feel the heat and behold the flash of
what T.S. Eliot termed “the spark that flies across
the ages.”

IB Latin | (HL or SL)

IB Latin I is the first year of two-year intensive
language course that introduces students to the lan-
guages, literatures and culture of ancient Rome
through a close reading of selected works of Late
Republican, Augustan “Golden” and early Imperial
“Silver” writers. The readings cover genres and au-
thors prescribed in the standard-level International
Baccalaureate syllabus. The IB standard-level read-
ings include selections from Ovid’s Metamor-
phoses, Catullan elegy and polymetrics, Horace’s
Odes (Latin lyric and amatory poetry), Vergil’s
Aeneid (epic), and Cicero (speeches). This course
prepares students to take a two part external assess-
ment.

Students practice the art of translation. Weekly
writing assignments encourage literary analysis,
and informed critical response. Student’s also con-
template ways in which these works exerted an in-
fluence well beyond their own time. Works are also
read with regard for poetic meter, rhetorical strate-
gies, and figures of thought and word-arrangement
as well as correct pronunciation and oral delivery.
Translation, critical writing, and oral interpretation



skills are assessed. Readings and research projects
are assigned to fill out the picture of the ancient
world and literary milieu.

Students will, at the end of two years be re-
quired to sit for two examination “papers.” The first
requires candidates to translate at sight, with a dic-
tionary, a passage from a prescribed author, i.e.
Ovid Metamorphoses or Cicero (speeches). The
second is in two parts, based on the prescribed
reading lists for chosen genres. Part I requires stu-
dents to respond to a series of critical questions
about three passages. Part Il is a general essay that
requires students to think across the syllabus. For
students taking the IB exam there will be an inter-
nal assessment component for which students
must write an original Latin composition, prepare
an annotated text and perform a reading of a pas-
sage from Latin literature, or create a research
dossier on a topic of their choosing.

IB Latin Il (HL or SL)

IB Latin IT is the second year of two-year inten-
sive language course that introduces students to
the languages, literatures and culture of ancient
Rome through a close reading of selected works of
Late Republican, Augustan “Golden” and early Im-
perial “Silver” writers. The readings cover genres
and authors prescribed in the standard-level Inter-
national Baccalaureate syllabus. The IB standard-
level readings include selections from Ovid’s
Metamorphoses, Catullan elegy and polymetrics,
Horace’s Odes (Latin lyric and amatory poetry), and
Vergil’'s Aeneid (epic), This course prepares stu-
dents to take a two part external assessment. The
first quarter is devoted to an intensive review of the
amatory poets and to readings from Ovid’s Meta-
morphoses. The second quarter entails a close
reading of Aeneid II. The third quarter is devoted
to a comprehensive review of the entire syllabus.
Students will be expected to have read translations
of Vergil, Aeneid and Ovid’s Metamorphoses in
preparation for IB standard level 2. Students en-
gage in close reading of poems and practice daily
the art of translation.

Weekly writing assignments encourage literary
analysis, and informed critical response. Works are
read with regard for poetic meter, rhetorical strate-
gies, figures of thought and word-arrangement,
characteristic themes, language, tone, allusions and
historical context. Students are encouraged to move

from detailed reading to the consideration of larger
issues, e.g. the political implications of poetic
genre. Translation, critical writing, and oral inter-
pretation skills are assessed. Readings and research
projects are assigned to fill out the picture of the
ancient world and literary milieu.

Students will, at the end of this year, be re-
quired to sit for two examination papers. The first
requires candidates to translate at sight, with a dic-
tionary, a passage from Ovid, Metamorphoses or
Cicero (speeches). The second is in two parts,
based on the prescribed reading lists for chosen
genres. Part I requires students to respond to a se-
ries of critical questions about three passages. Part
IT is a general essay that requires students to think
across the syllabus.

MANDARIN CHINESE
Mandarin 1A

Mandarin TA begins with an introduction to
the phonetic tones and pronunciation rules of spo-
ken Chinese and familiarizes students with the
pinyin Romanization system. Special emphasis is
placed on early mastery of tonal accuracy through
visualization and interactive classroom exercises.
Within the first weeks of class students commence
the study of Chinese characters as well, with side-
by-side presentation of traditional and simplified
versions for future fluency across the full range of
Chinese cultural areas. To enliven the study of
characters, the origins of the writing system and
the art of Chinese calligraphy will also be intro-
duced. Students progress quickly into basic skills
such as counting, greetings, and the use of simple
grammatical structures in conversation and presen-
tation as they develop basic competency across all
four-language skills (reading, writing, listening,
and speaking). As the course progresses, instruc-
tion switches predominantly to Chinese and stu-
dents are expected to speak Chinese almost
exclusively in the classroom. By the end of the year
students should be able to use 200 or more words
in speaking and listening, approximately 100 char-
acters in reading, and 50-100 characters in writing.
The course is designed to build confidence through
fun, real-life situational use and to provide familiar-
ity with day-to-day Chinese cultural customs and
traditions.



ITALIAN

Italian 1A

The Introductory Italian language course has
been developed from a communicative based ap-
proach and focuses on the four language skills (lis-
tening, speaking, reading, writing). Our first goal is
communication, both oral and written. Grammati-
cal structures are presented in order of frequency
and relative complexity. Language analyses activi-
ties include controlled oral and written production,
while communicative tasks involve listening and
reading comprehension and free oral and written
activities. Teaching material is always introduced in
some form of authentic text (newspaper or maga-
zine article, taped dialogue, video-taped situation,
letter, short story, etc.). Materials and activities
focus on communicative situations and cultural ex-
periences. The course is conducted entirely in Ital-
ian. The students are expected to communicate in
[talian more and more as the year progresses.

THE ARTS

3 Year Requirement, with a minimum of one year of
Visual Arts and one year of Performing Arts

VISUAL ARTS

Arts Workshop: 2-Dimensional otk and 10th grade

The focus of this foundation course will be to
help students develop skills in visual depiction:
drawing, collage, and painting with self-confidence
and proficiency. Various media will be used
throughout this course of study. They may include
pencil, charcoal, pastels, pen and ink, ink wash,
printmaking and acrylic paint. Students will pay
close attention to the elements of design such as
line, shape, form, texture, and depth. Students
will work from life with a focus on still life, portrai-
ture and life drawing, as well as work from imagi-
nation including dreams, and self-identity collages.
Students are expected to keep sketchbooks. Stu-
dents explore the history and philosophy of art
through field trips, homework and class discussion
related to classroom projects.

Arts Workshop: 3-Dimensional oth and 10th grade

In this introductory course, students will work
on short and long-term projects as they explore the
possibilities of creating in three dimensions. At-
tention will be given to problem-solving, learning
techniques and making aesthetic decisions. Proj-
ects may include relief sculptures as well as “in the
round” pieces. Styles and focus range from ab-
stract planes in space, assemblage, and realistic
rendering in clay. Influence will include modern
and contemporary sculptors as well as objects
from many traditions and cultures. Students are
expected to keep sketchbooks. Students explore the
history and philosophy of art through field trips,
homework and class discussion.

Ceramics 9th and 10th grade

This course will explore wheel throwing. Cen-
tering on the potter’s wheel will be taught so that
each student will be able to make a series of bowls,
cups, and plates. In this year-long course, a din-
nerware set of at least 30 pieces will be completed
by the end of the year. Glazing techniques will be
taught so that all pieces are finished professionally.
The course is open to students who have worked
with clay in the Middle School, and beginners who
have had no experience with the material.

Ceramics Il

This course will explore wheel throwing. Cen-
tering on the potter’s wheel will be taught so that
each student will be able to make a series of bowls,
cups, and plates. In this year-long course, a dinner-
ware set of at least 30 pieces will be completed by
the end of the year. Glazing techniques will be
taught so that all pieces can be finished in a profes-
sional way. This course is open to students who
have worked with clay, as well as beginners.

Digital Media Production oth and 10th grade
This is a full-year course focused on learning
the fundamentals of digital media production. The
class will cover the basics of digital audio, video,
animation and photography while learning an inte-
grated collection of seven digital media software
applications. From concept through completion,
students will produce a series of technically and
creative projects that will take them through the
production steps of audio and visual acquisition,
manipulation, storage and distribution.



Darkroom Photography 9th and 10th grade
This course is a yearlong exploration into tra-
ditional fine art photography, and takes the student
through two distinct levels of learning: technical
proficiency and creativity. Each area of study is de-
pendent on the other for the development of a suc-
cessful photographer. The first semester is devoted
to mastering a wide range of technical informa-
tion: the theory and use of a camera; control of the
light gathering process; knowledge of light-sensi-
tive materials such as films and papers; the proper
and safe use of various chemicals and their effects
in the photographic process; proper procedures
and habits of working in the darkroom. Once a
sufficient amount of technical expertise is ob-
tained, the creative process of photography begins.
This part of the course entails using the technical
knowledge to visually manipulate the world in a
personal way that can tell a story or convey a feel-
ing. Varied photography subjects and projects are
to be completed in gallery form by the end of the
year. These projects are designed to both stimulate
and challenge the subjective visions of each stu-
dent and advance a specific technical procedure.

New Media Production 11th and 12th grade
This course is an advanced study into video
and blog (vlog), studio and field production. The
course will acquaint students with advanced tech-
nical and aesthetic concepts involved in successful
studio and field media production. Students will
develop technical skills through a series of in-class
exercises, studio and field exercises. There will be
critical evaluations of produced work, which will
be created as an online television magazine-style
show. This show will focus on student initiatives
concerning the concepts of diversity, equality, com-
munity and peace at Friends schools worldwide.
Video and blog (vlog) production is a time-sensi-
tive activity and demands a working knowledge of
media creation software and online ethics. It also
requires that each student work in a cooperative
environment and show leadership skills in manag-
ing personalities and talents of all students while
working on both group and individual projects.

Advanced Photography (Digital) 11th and 12th grade

Advanced photography students are chal-
lenged with an immersion in the world of digital
capture photography. The use of computer tech-
nology and the intense exploration and use of
Adobe Photoshop for image enhancement and
manipulation are designed to push students’ cre-
ative limits. The course seeks to combine technical
skills with artistic appreciation and gives students
the opportunity to demonstrate their creativity by
using modern digital technology to achieve what
cannot be done in the traditional darkroom envi-
ronment. Basic digital skills such as file manage-
ment, resolutions, cropping, resizing, and
selections are quickly mastered. The more ad-
vanced areas of study include: color theory, color
correction, printer color management, masks, lay-
ers, channels, retouching, montage, gradients,
clipping paths and others. Student work is chan-
neled towards a final product incorporating ele-
ments of text, photographs, and other images.
Darkroom Photography (or permission from the in-
structor) is a prerequisite.

Advanced 2-Dimensional Art  11th and 12th grade

In this course, students will explore a variety
of possibilities of composing within a 2-Dimen-
sional space. This course will emphasize the devel-
opment of a student’s personal voice as visual
artist. Students will create both abstract and repre-
sentational work as we move through problem-
solving within various disciplines such as painting,
drawing, collage and printmaking. Students will
have the opportunity to work on both long term
and shorter term projects. The work of contempo-
rary as well as historical artists from various cul-
tures will be introduced and used as inspiration for
class projects as well as homework assignments.
Students will be expected to keep sketchbooks to
collect ideas for their work.



IB Visual Arts | (HL or SL)
IB Visual Arts Il (HL or SL) 12th grade

This class will be taught over 2 years (11th and 12th
grade). Students who are not in the IB diploma pro-
gram may take this course, and successful completion
will result in an 1B certificate.

The focus of the course will be to develop a seri-
ous body of work that is meaningful to the individ-
ual student. Students will integrate the techniques
and processes of art, the visual elements and the
principles of design and the continued acquisition
of knowledge of artists and art movements as they
work on evolving connections and themes in their
own art. They will explore and study the art of other
cultures and follow threads that bring out the simi-
larities and differences among the art of other tradi-
tions.

Class time will include work in a variety of
media and forms including drawing and painting,
printmaking, sculpture and installation. Various
techniques and approaches to working will be intro-
duced or reviewed. Students will keep an Investiga-
tion Workbook, which will be a continuing,
essential means to initiate ideas, research, reflect,
expand knowledge, discover and acknowledge con-
nections. This will be done in visual and verbal
forms. Each student will conclude with an installed
exhibition of pieces that have a direct connection to
the Investigation Workbook.

Assessment for this course will be based 40%
on the Investigation Workbook and 60% on the
Studio Work for students taking option A. Students
taking option B assessment will be based 40% on
the Studio Work and 60% on the Investigation
Workbook. It will involve both, internal and external
evaluation as per IB criteria.

11th grade

PERFORMING ARTS
Chorus |

This course in vocal performance and technique
is for singers of all levels. Students learn choral
repertoire in a variety of musical styles and vocal ap-
proaches. Classes include music theory, aural skills,
and critical analysis of music in a cultural and his-
torical context. Students perform in the Winter and
Spring Chorus Concerts.

Chorus II
(No Prerequisite required)

This advanced level course builds on skills
learned in Chorus I, or other vocal experiences. The
class includes challenging music, but is open to
singers of all levels. Students learn choral repertoire
in a variety of musical styles and vocal approaches.
Classes include music theory, aural skills, and criti-
cal analysis, as well as composition and arrange-
ment. Students perform in the Winter and Spring
Chorus Concerts.

Chamber Ensemble
Prerequisite: by audition

This course is open to string, wind and piano in-
strumentalists with experience. The Chamber En-
semble studies and performs repertoire from a
broad range of musical styles. Students also learn
sight reading, dictation, music history, theory and
composition. The Chamber Ensemble performs in
the Winter and Spring Orchestra Concerts.

Juzz Band
Prerequisite: by audition

This course is open to brass, woodwind and
rhythm section (bass, drums, guitar or piano) instru-
mentalists with an interest in exploring jazz styles.
Students learn jazz repertoire through a combina-
tion of written music and oral tradition based meth-
ods, in addition to experimenting with group
improvisation, composition, and arranging.
Throughout the curriculum, we will touch on music
theory, ensemble awareness, ear training and gen-
eral instrumental fluency. Participants must have ex-
perience on their instrument and maintain a regular
practice schedule, but familiarity with jazz is not re-
quired. Students will be challenged to expand their
listening horizons, broaden their technique, and use
their full intellectual and musical capacity in im-
provisation. The Jazz Band performs in a variety of
settings throughout the year, and in the Winter and
Spring Jazz Concerts.



Dance |

Please note: All students who plan to choreograph for
the Dance Concert need to register for either Dance I,
IB Dance or PE Dance.

In Dance [, students gain a foundation in sev-
eral dance forms, studying techniques including
Modern techniques Dunham, Bartenieff Funda-
mentals, Horton and Cunningham, as well as Hip-
Hop, West African and Classic Jazz. In addition to
understanding the basic physical principles of
these techniques, we discuss their historical and
cultural contexts. Students work intensively on im-
provisation as a means for challenging movement
habits and discovering new means of self-expres-
sion for choreography. Students explore the con-
nection between dance and music as they develop
complex uses of the dance elements: movement,
time and space, in their compositions. For the
Dance Concert, students work with a guest artist.
Finally, students create site-specific work and in-
vestigate the relationship between dance and
media technologies, as they make their own dance
videos.

IB Dance |

I.B. Dance I is open to students wishing to take it for
either Standard or Higher Level credit or for non-IB
Performing Arts Credit. This is year 1 of a 2 year se-
quence. Please note: All students who plan to choreo-
graph for the Dance Concert need to register for either
Dance I, IB Dance or PE Dance.

In I.B. Dance I, students build upon their foun-
dation in a variety of dance techniques, including
Pilates, Yoga, Limon, Haitian and Cuban Folkloric.
Students develop their use of improvisation for
composition, and use Laban Movement Analysis
and Doris Humphrey’s Art of Making Dances, as
guides for their choreographic explorations. They
work on solo compositions, investigating, defining
and refining their own individual movement style.
Through reflection and discussion, they develop
sophisticated means for analyzing dance. For the
Dance Concert, students perform choreography by
a guest artist. In addition, students do an in-depth
exploration and comparison of two dance styles:
one familiar and one unfamiliar to them. The
class attends two dance performances at The Joyce
Theater and one evening performance at a venue
of their choice.

IB Dance Il

I.B. Dance II is open to students wishing to take it for
either Standard or Higher Level credit. This is year 2
of a 2 year sequence. Please note: All students who
plan to choreograph for the Dance Concert need to reg-
ister for either Dance I, 1.B. Dance or PE Dance.

[.B. Dance II is the continuation of the I.B.
Dance I course. In the second year, students con-
tinue to develop their own movement aesthetic
through technical investigations of Graham and
Release dance techniques as well as an in-depth ex-
ploration of partnering, combining contact im-
provisation and acrobatics. Dancers learn elements
of weight sharing, counter-balance, and inversions
as well as a variety of partner acrobatic techniques
and modern dance lifts. The choreographic focus
of the class shifts from solo work into setting
movement on other dancers. Through participat-
ing in and observing improvisation, students work
to define their own artistic voice and make choices
about manipulating dancers in space. Through
short choreographic studies, students gain expert-
ise in choreographic structure, craft and use of
compositional elements. The dancers then choreo-
graph for each other, gaining experience in creat-
ing for and directing other dancers through
making duets. Their finished pieces are produced
in the Dance Concert, and students write a detailed
essay reflecting on and analyzing their choreo-
graphic process. Students also engage in a choreo-
graphic process with a guest artist and the result is
performed in the dance concert. The class attends
two dance performances at The Joyce Theater and
one evening performance at a venue of their
choice.

Introduction to Theatre

In this course students develop an understand-
ing of the theatre by investigating and experienc-
ing the roles of actor, director, designer, playwright
and dramaturgy. Students participate in vocal and
physical exercises, scene work and play analysis.
Students are required to read and discuss texts,
conduct research, memorize scenes, write ten-
minute plays and reflect on their theatre experi-
ences in writing. This course exposes students to
multiple world theatre traditions and prepares
them for I.B. Theatre I.



IB Theatre |

IB Theatre I is open to students wishing to take it for
either Standard or Higher Level credit, or for non-1.B.
Performing Arts credit. This is year 1 of a 2-year se-
quence for students taking this course for 1B credit.

[.B. Theater students investigate the histories
and texts of various theatrical traditions from
around the world and strive to understand the his-
torical and cultural contexts that produced these
traditions. In class, students experience the the-
ater through the roles of actor, director, dra-
maturge and designer. During the year, students
are also required to fill one or more of these roles
in a school production outside of class. Through-
out the course, students reflect on their own work
and the work of their peers in writing.

IB Theatre Il

IB Theatre II is open to students wishing to take it for
either Standard or Higher Level credit. This is year 2
of a 2-year course.

This course builds on the work done in I.B.
Theatre I. Students continue their explorations of
world theatrical practices and take on a more active
role in steering the class' investigations into the-
atrical history, context and practice. In class, stu-
dents are asked to try new roles in the production
process that they may not have explored previously,
and to build on their experiences in the roles they
explored in I.B. Theatre I. Students, who have not
already done so, need to fulfill their performance
and production requirement. All students will
complete the I.B. assessments for Theatre during
this year.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Four Year Requirement

The Physical Education (PE) curriculum en-
ables all children and young people to enjoy and
succeed in many kinds of physical activity. They
develop a wide range of skills and the ability to use
tactics, strategies and compositional ideas to per-
form successfully. When they are performing, they
think about what they are doing, analyze the situa-
tion and make decisions. They also reflect on their
own and others’ performances and find ways to
improve them. As a result, they develop the confi-
dence to take part in different physical activities
and learn about the value of healthy, active
lifestyles. Discovering what they like to do, what
their aptitudes are at school, and how and where to
get involved in physical activity helps them make
informed choices about lifelong physical activity.
Competence, performance, creativity, and healthy,
active lifestyles are key concepts that underpin the
study of PE.

Through each unit of work, students are
taught through five key processes:

1- Developing skills in physical activity,
where students refine and adapt skills into
techniques (both whole-body and fine
manipulation skills).

- Making and applying decisions.
Developing physical and mental capacity.
Evaluating and improving performance.
Making informed choices about healthy,
active lifestyles.

Every child is to grow into competent and con-
fident movers. The goal is for students to be able
to move effectively into a wide range of activities,
empowered with the knowledge, skills and under-
standing to be able to enjoy health-promoting
physical activities. Experiences in courses will pro-
vide meaningful and enjoyable learning environ-
ments that will support and meet the needs of
each student and refute any misconceptions about
“natural athleticism”. The PE Department strives
to allow each student to nurture the athlete within.
high school career, but also for a lifetime.
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WeighI Training 11th and 12th grade

The Physical Education weight training pro-
gram is designed to fit each individual’s needs.
During the course, the student will learn about dif-
ferent types of weight-lifting routines, cardiovascu-
lar exercise and the importance of warm-up and
cool-down. Weight training is designed to increase
students’ strength, cardiovascular condition and vi-
tality. The goal of the program is to provide a well-
rounded physical educational experience.

Alternative Fitness 11th and 12th grade
This course helps students become more
aware of and practice different methods they can
use to keep fit. The course involves Pilates, Tai
Chi, Yoga, Meditation, and Strength Training.
Stretching, injury rehabilitation, nutrition and
overall fitness are discussed. The course encour-
ages students to request information on other
types of fitness that they’d like to explore. The stu-
dents research and present these units to the class.

P.E. Dance 10th, 11th and 12th grade
Please note: All students who plan to choreograph for
the Dance Concert need to register for either Dance I,
I.B. Dance or PE Dance.

The focus of this course is dance technique.
Classes include a full body warm-up, locomotor
patterns and dance combinations in a variety of
styles. In this class, students develop body aware-
ness, flexibility, strength and coordination as they
expand their dance vocabulary.

ATHLETICS

Brooklyn Friends School has a long and ad-
mirable athletic tradition. Since the time of its
founding in 1867, physical fitness, fair play and
teamwork have been integral parts of the curricu-
lum. The goals of the athletic program include de-
veloping the individual student’s athletic talents,
skills, and self esteem; learning to be part of a
team; and fostering cooperation, sportsmanship,
life lessons, and school spirit. There are no “try-
outs” for teams; if a student has an interest in join-
ing a team, he or she may join the team.
Expectations are high for student-athletes, and
they are asked to make a significant time commit-
ment to attend practices and games.

Fall Teams Boys’ Varsity Soccer, Girls’ Varsity Soc-
cer, Girls’ Junior Varsity Volleyball, Girls’ Varsity
Volleyball, Girls’ Varsity Cross Country, Boys’ Var-
sity Cross Country

Winter Teams Boys’ Junior Varsity Basketball, Boys’
Varsity Basketball, Girls’ Varsity Basketball, Girls’
Junior Varsity Basketball

Spring Teams Boys’ Varsity Baseball, Girls’ Varsity
Softball, Girs’ Varsity Track, Boys’ Varsity Track,
Boys’ Varsity Volleyball



COMMUNITY, ACTION, SERVICE
COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM

The Creativity, Action and Service Program (CAS) is
a core component of and central to the Upper
School curriculum. This service-based program en-
courages students to share their energies and spe-
cial talents while developing awareness, concern
and the ability to work with others within the BFS
community and in various agencies in the wider
community. Students are encouraged to build rela-
tionships and become involved in projects that allow
them to share their talents and energies while at the
same time reflecting on the experience. A pre-
scribed number of participation hours is required
for each student, as well as the establishment of a
CAS portfolio. The portfolio will allow the students
to document service hours and reflect on experi-
ences.

Students in the ninth and tenth grades will be-
come introduced to the CAS Program by learning
the basic fundamentals of and becoming aware of
the importance of service learning. These students
are encouraged to participate in projects in-school
and out-of-school. Students are encouraged to
begin their service projects and volunteerism as
soon as possible. Students should complete 50
hours of service by the end of the tenth grade.

The eleventh and twelfth grade students will
participate fully in the CAS program. Students will
complete a minimum total of 150 hours of in-school
and out-of-school projects, beginning the fall semes-
ter of eleventh grade. Projects will be evenly distrib-
uted over the arts, athletics and various forms of
service and social entrepreneurship. CAS hours
may be spent on individual or collaborative projects
designed to benefit the school community or proj-
ects of local, national and global importance.

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

English (4 years)

Mathematics (4 years)

History and the Social Sciences (4 years)

Lab Science (3 years)

World Language (3 years, 3 consecutive
levels)

Visual and Performing Arts (3 years)

Quakerism (1 semester)

Introduction to Ethics (1 semester)

Religion and Culture (1 semester)

Study Skills with Computer Literacy
(T year)

Health/Life Skills (1 semester)

Physical Education (4 years)

Fulfillment of Community Service and
CAS requirements




