
As is so often true with solv-
ing the big problems our

world is facing, children are
leading the way. That was evi-
dent when a group of Brooklyn
Friends School third, fourth and
fifth graders appeared on Focus
Earth, a newly launched pro-
gram on Planet Green TV. The
12 children were interviewed by
ABC journalist Bob Woodruff to
explore their knowledge and feel-
ings on climate change.  The
episode, “Growing Up With
Global Warming,” focused on
how youth around the country
are dealing with this worldwide
environmental crisis. 

“What’s it like for our chil-
dren to hear our world is in
peril?  How do we explain what’s
happening to our planet, what
we’ve done, and what we need to
do to ensure our kids have a
future?” Woodruff asked viewers.
“We realize our first job is to lis-
ten.” He started out by quizzing
BFS kids on their understanding
of global warming.

“The ozone layer is kind of
disappearing, which lets the
sun’s heat gets so much hotter,”
said one student.

“Fossil fuels means burning
fossils to make energy, which is
not the best way to make energy,
because it depletes the ozone,”
explained another.

“Coal is probably the worst
fossil fuel because trees take in
CO2 and  then coal puts it back
out.” 

“What's CO2?” asked an
impressed Woodruff.

“Carbon dioxide.”
“How do you know all this?”

he asked.
“We learned it in science.” 
Later on, when the discus-

sion turned to recycling, Wood-
ruff asked, “What do you do at
your house?”

“When my parents make my
lunch they use the same bag
over and over. Unless my juice
leaks which gets kind of sticky,”
answered one girl. “My mom
told me this – every little bit
helps,” said another.

The questions took a more
somber tone.  “Is it the young
ones like you who are going to
come up with the solutions or do
you think it’ll be adults even
older than me?” Woodruff asked.

“All the adults really do is
talk about it.  I think the kids can
find something to stop global
warming. The adults are just
talking, discussing ideas but they
aren’t really doing it,” suggested
one student.

“There are so many issues on
the table,” another student grim-

ly assessed.  “Iraq, the economy,
that global warming gets pushed
to the bottom of the list. By the
time they get to it, it could be
another two or three presidents.”

“Everyone needs to pitch in,”
said one student simply yet firm-
ly. “The Earth is our friend. You
wouldn’t throw garbage on your
friend, would you?”

The group interview was fol-
lowed by a field trip with the
kids and their parents to the
“Changing Climate, Changing
Environment” exhibit at the

American Museum of Natural
History. The trip was an eye-
opener, not only for the children,
but for parents as well.

“One mom said that being at
the exhibit made her ask ques-
tions she’d never asked before,”
Woodruff summarized to view-
ers, “which makes me think our
kids have a thing or two to teach
us.”

The “Focus Earth” segment
is on the BFS website, brooklyn-
friends.org; more information is
at planetgreen.discovery.com. n
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The Brooklyn Friends students who
participated in the Focus Earth seg-
ment are pictured at right with jour-
nalist Bob Woodruff. They are:
Adrian Aboyoun, Rocco Blum,
Emma Farrell, Joy Freund, Nicholas
Goldrosen, Jaden Mann-Bryant,
Julian Mitchell-Israel, Tyler Roberts,
Rohanna Sarkar, Emmitt Sklar,
Jackson Wald and Maddie Winter.

“And a child shall lead them”
ABC Journalist Asks Young BFS Environmentalists for
Their Views on Growing Up with Global Warming 

Ask the experts: BFS students pose for a group photo with journalist
Bob Woodruff after their interview in the school library

                                



Arecent article in The
New York Times

questioned some current
practices in school com-
munity service programs,
highlighting, in particular,
the shortcomings of focus-
ing on service as a gradua-
tion requirement fulfilled
by a particular number of
hours of work.  Such a
focus can make service
seem like “forced altru-
ism.”

The article, “Good Deeds:
The Backlash” by Douglas
Quenqua, Nov. 27, 2008, rightly
suggests that the quality of the
service experience is more
important than the quantity of it,
but fails to explore in any depth
the larger issue of what makes
this experience meaningful.
This is worth thinking about in
more detail—especially at
Brooklyn Friends, where service
is one of its core values. 

The practice of community
service in the schools had its ori-
gin as an extension of the neigh-
borhood school and house of
worship.  The school community
would help alleviate the distress
of their own members or of
those who live nearby.  Such
practices, however, were infor-
mal, irregular, and unconnected
to curriculum.  With the disap-
pearance of neighborhood
schools, service became
fundraising for more distant
causes or lost its role entirely.  It
is only in the last 20 years or so
that volunteering became for-
malized as a school requirement,
which brings us back to how
such a requirement can be
meaningful.

When I address prospective
parents on admissions tours, I
talk about service as one of the

important values that emerges
from our Quaker heritage.  Of
the two major aims of our serv-
ice program, the first is to create
a sense of empowerment.  By
the time they graduate, our stu-
dents have had multiple experi-
ences, working alone or in a
group, in which they have seen
they can make a difference by
improving someone’s life or a
condition in the world.  They
experience this as a power that
they have.  The second goal is to
develop service as a lifetime
habit.  We want our graduates to
continue being of service in col-
lege and through their lives.
And we do have considerable
success in that way as can be
seen from many of the
alumni/ae profiles on our web-
site.

A number of staff over the
years have helped shape a suc-
cessful service program, includ-
ing our current director, Carla
Precht.  To reach our goals, serv-
ice experiences must be mean-
ingful, and we have found cer-
tain practices conducive to that
end.  To begin with, activities
need to occur regularly and be
goal-directed, age-appropriate,
and initiated by the student(s) or
at the very least relevant to a stu-
dent’s interests.  They should
also serve and be seen as serving
a real need.  

Another key piece is for the
process to be guided by educa-
tors who understand and can
help students understand the
needs or issues being addressed
and who can help ensure that
the language used in discussing
a population in need is free of
judgment, labels, and stereo-
types. Indeed, service activities,
when educationally sound,
should spark empathy and an
increasingly sophisticated under-
standing of social and economic
forces.  Ideally, then, students
come face to face with people in

need and engage their intellects
and analytical powers in learning
about the forces causing the
need.  Even among the youngest
students, service should never
simply be a matter of raising
money. 

Another challenging, but
important, aspect of making
community service meaningful
is reflection.  This can happen,
for example, through discus-
sions in the home or in the
classroom, presentations at
assemblies, journaling, or writ-
ing a paper.  In our Upper
School, we have adopted the
International Baccalaureate
Community, Action, Service
model, which includes an hourly
requirement, but with a focus on
developing and implementing
projects that involve students
actively collaborating not only
with each other but also with the
populations they are serving.  By
the end of their senior year, stu-
dents are required to compile
portfolios which document their
service work and include reflec-
tions on the effects their service
has had on themselves and on
those whom they have helped.  

Perhaps most important of
all in developing knowledgeable,
empathetic service-oriented
young men and women is the
culture of service in their homes
and the culture of the school
itself.  If the principals, teachers,
and parent association are seen

as individuals who lend their
hand every day to a fellow work-
er, student, teacher, parent, and
neighbor, effective role-modeling
is taking place.   

The fact that Brooklyn
Friends School now sponsors a
Horizons program, a free 8-year
summer academic enrichment
experience for children of low
income families from public
schools, renders the institution
itself a role model for communi-
ty service.  Of significance, too,
is the PAT Family Day of Service.

Children respond to what
adults do. The more the adults
in the community walk the talk
of service, the more likely we will
be graduating students for
whom service becomes an essen-
tial component of their lives. n
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Message from Head of School Michael Nill Calendar Highlights

February 2009

19    PAT Speaker Series with Jane 
Katch, “They Don’t Like Me --
Play, Boys and Girls”
9:00 a.m.

21 PAT “Embracing Diversity” 
event, 1:00 p.m.

23 PAT General Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

26 Chicago Regional Alumni/ae 
Reunion at Naha.

March 2009
5,6,7 Dance Concert, 7:00 p.m.

11   Estate Planning Seminar with 
Richard Cutler, Esq. ‘62,
8:00 a.m.

11 PAT Speaker Series with 
Elizabeth Bailey, “Good Values 
in Bad Times: How to Talk to 
Your Kids About Money”
7:00 p.m.

16-27 Spring Break

The complete school calendar is post-
ed on www.brooklynfriends.org.

              




